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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide both a method for feeding 
a silicon raw material by which the silicon raw material can rapidly 
be recharged so as not to damage a quartz crucible when melting 
the silicon raw material and the productivity and production yield 
of a silicon single crystal are resultantly improved and a feed pipe. 
SOLUTION: This method for feeding a silicon raw material 
comprises making a granular silicon raw material 24 stay in a feed 
pipe 20 and then lowering the crucible or lifting the feed pipe 20 
while maintaining the retention of the granular silicon raw material 
24 in the feed pipe 20, forming an unmolten layer of the granular 
silicon raw material 24 on a melt surface 22 of the silicon melt or a 
solidified surface thereof, then melting the unmolten layer and 
feeding the granular silicon raw material 24 to the unmolten layer 
while maintaining the retention of the granular silicon raw material 
24 in the feed pipe 20 in the method for feeding the granular silicon 
to the silicon melt in the crucible in a Czochralski process. 
Furthermore, the feed pipe 20 has a mechanism for sliding upward 
and the tip thereof is cut so that the tip end face may be parallel 
to the melt surface 22 or solidified surface. 
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